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After the retreat of the Mahrattahs, Vizier Mahomed surrounded the fort of Puttygurh, of which Ameer Khan still retained possession. The latter, however, soon agreed to give up Ghous Mahomed, and to evacuate the place. He afterwards entered into the service of Bhopal, but was found so intriguing a character* that at the end of six mouths he was discharged ; and proceeded to share the fortunes of Juswunt Row Holkar.
1802. The mode in which the revenues of Bhopal were collected, has been already noticed. The Dewan, which office Vizier Mahomed now filled, received all the collections,, except those appropriated for the personal support of the Nuwab > but this revenue, from the distracted state of Malwa, and the incessant incursions of the Mahrattahs and Pindarries, was at the present period, not above 50,000 rupees (31), out of which an army was to be maintained, that could not be reduced below 4,000 men without endangering even the nominal sovereignty of a country, which it was always hoped might yet enjoy peace and prosperity. Under such circumstances, Vizier Mahomed cannot be censured for having, to preserve the existence of the state he governed, had recourse to the same irregular practices, to which all others, from Dowlut Rao Sindiah
(31) Sir John Malcolm, gives this sum. It could only be meant of the town of Bhopal.